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This has been another high-achieving semester for the Fighting Saints Battalion. Our Ranger Challenge  

and Army Ten Miler teams continued their traditions of success with top performances and strong finishes at the 

Brigade and National levels, respectively. Our MSIV class placed extremely high on the national Order of Merit 

List, with a plethora of Distinguished Military Graduates proving that ours is a national caliber program. But the 

accomplishments of our Battalion stretch beyond just RC, ATM, and the OML. The discipline forged by our 

training has helped our cadets participate and stand out as academics, varsity athletes, and productive members of 

their campuses. I have full confidence that our Cadets will maintain these standards of success and discipline as 

we move into a spring semester geared towards preparing cadets for Cadet Summer Training and Commissioning. 

I would like to congratulate and thank the Fighting Saints Battalion and its associates for the hard work that has 

led to such a successful semester! 
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Cadets McGraw, Roberts, Darland, Berg, Christian, Brink, Tschida, Metzler, Erickson, Eich and Schumacher at the 31st Annual Army Ten-Miler 

Washington, D.C. - The Fighting Saints Battalion was once again fortunate enough to send two teams and a number of individual run-
ners to the 30th Annual Army Ten-Miler on October 11th, 2015. The elite team consisted of Cadets Erickson, Christian, Metzler, McGraw, 
Tschida, Eich, and Schumacher. Cadet Cameron was a member of the AUSA Vessey Chapter Women's Team who placed 3rd in the Open 
Women Division. Cadets Berg, Roberts, Brink, and Darland comprised the 2nd ROTC Team. When the Cadets arrived in Washington 
D.C. it was dark and not much was to be seen until the following day. The day before the race the cadets took a quick jog to keep them 
loose before the race and then proceeded to explore the city. They were struck by the beauty of the city and its monuments, for most of 
these cadets this was their first time in the nation’s capital.   
On October 11th the Cadets awoke at 4:30am in order to prepare for the race. They knew they were going to be competitive because their 
training placed them right on pace with the previous year’s times. Finally, at 8:00am, the race started with a cannon fire. With almost 
35,000 participants the sea of runners was nearly endless. The race took runners around DC's monuments and past the Capitol. The 
Fighting Saints Battalion cadets ran hard and gave it all they had and placed 4th in the ROTC division with a total time of 3 hours 57 
minutes and 05 seconds. Cadet Erickson came in first for the Fighting Saints Battalion team with a time of 57 minutes 47 seconds. The 
FSB cadets brought pride to their Battalion by finishing strong in the event. The next day the teams went to the AUSA Annual Meeting 
and saw all the new technology Army contractors are developing. They also were able to listen to speeches given by the Secretary of the 
Army and the TRADOC commanding general. 
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the children of B Co, 2-221st General Sup-

port Aviation Battalion (USAR) and the 

367th Engineer Battalion (USAR).  Most 

importantly, over this last semester we 

have trained hard preparing our young 

Cadets to become officers, while still keep-

ing them focused on their studies and be-

ing safe.  I am extremely proud of the ac-

complishments of both Cadets and Cadre 

as we recruit, train, and prepare to com-

mission your sons and daughters. Our 

Cadre Team remains extremely strong.  We 

are excited to welcome MSG King and his 

family to the unit. Our program remains 

strong with 125 Cadets participating in the 

program and 29 commissions projected 

this year.  Their ability to not only excel 

but achieve top level recognitions year 

after year demonstrates that their charac-

ter, desire, and will to succeed are without 

peer.  I’m extremely proud to be part of 

such a fine unit.   

It’s been another 

great semester for 

the Fighting Saints 

Battalion.  Once 

again your Cadets 

have performed 

admirably and 

their success level 

is beyond anyone’s 

expectations. For 

the third straight year we are ranked as the #2 

program in the nation by Washington Month-

ly.  Proof of why we deserve that ranking 

came in the form of accessions results this 

year.  Over 33% of our Cadets were designat-

ed as Distinguished Military Graduates, with 

one Cadet ranked #4 out of the more than 

5500 Cadets nationwide.  Our AUSA Vessey 

sub-chapter also received national recognition 

for having the largest and most active AUSA 

ROTC Sub-chapter for the fifth consecutive 

year. Our Ranger Challenge (RC) teams also 

performed exceptionally well this year.  We 

had over 50 Cadets participating in RC this 

year.  In the grueling Ranger Challenge 

Task Force level competition our 9-man 

teams took 1st and 2nd Place and our All-

Female team also took 1st Place.  The two 

1st Place teams went on to the BDE level 

and performed admirably. Simultaneous 

with Ranger Challenge we had a team of 

Cadets competing at the Army Ten Mile 

Competition.  This team ultimately fin-

ished in 4th Place but ran at a pace that 

would have won any of the previous years.  

Now our Cadets have begun training to 

defend their titles for the Bataan Memorial 

Marathon and KU Buddy.  Additionally, 

Cadets ran our 5th Annual 5K Run, con-

ducted numerous color guards at SJU, 

CSB, and SCSU sporting events and par-

ticipated in the St. Cloud 9-11 Remem-

brance Ceremony and Winter Nights and 

Lights event. Our Cadets once again 

raised money for the Toys for Military 

Kids program and provided toys to at-risk 

children living in the Anna Marie’s Shelter.  

They also sponsored Christmas parties for 

! 
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From the Professor of  Military Science 

Congratulations to the Fighting Saints 

Battalion Cadre  who were awarded 3rd 

place at the PMS/SMI Workshop for Best 

in Logistical Support  for 2015, and award-

ed 2nd place in Best in Operations and 

Training in 2015. Congratulations!  



gift certificate. Theodore Er-
ickson from Annandale, MN 
placed first in the male catego-
ry with a time of 18:14 and 
Kaitlyn LaFrance from Mora, 
MN placed first in the female 
category with a time of 23:08. 

Cadets also competed 
to see who could get the most 
friends and family involved in 
the race, with the winner re-
ceiving a gift certificate and 
prize bag. Carter Eich won the 
involvement competition with 
10 recruits! Many cadets 
brought family members and 
friends to run. The event was a 
great opportunity for cadets to 
show their physical ability and 
leadership skills they gained 

from the ROTC program. 
The event also provided an 
opportunity for active com-
munity engagement in the 
Fighting Saints Battalion. A 
lot of hard work went into 
preparing and organizing the 
event. Thank you to all of 
our supporters, sponsors, 
and participants that contrib-
uted to its success! 

By Cadet Colin Berg 

Collegeville, MN – 
On October 3rd, 
2015 the Fighting 

Saints Battalion hosted the 6th 
Annual FSB5K Run/Walk in 
the gorgeous St. John’s Arbo-
retum Trail System. The event 
hosted a crowd of over 150 
motivated runners. Following 
the singing of our National 
Anthem, the race began. Race 
participants ranged from 7 to 
over 60 years old! All partici-
pants received a race bag con-
taining Army goodies and a 
FSB 5K t-shirt. First and sec-
ond place winners in various 
age groups received medals, 
while overall male and female 
winners both a trophy and a 

By Cadet Holly Spitzer 

2015 Ranger Challenge 
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5th Annual FSB5K  
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Fort McCoy, Wisconsin - After successful completion of the Task Force Ripley Ranger Challenge Competition, the 

Fighting Saints Battalion (FSB) sent two teams to the 3rd ROTC Brigade Ranger Challenge Competition in Fort McCoy, 

Wisconsin. The FSB 9-Man team consisted of Cadets Schwanz, Hunzelman, Dufrene, Schorr, Haase, Joyce, Heimer, 

Knaak and team captain Dimmick. The All-Female team consisted of Cadets Shaw, Esker, Carson, Dykhoff and team captain Spitzer. FSB 

Cadets were competing against teams from Marquette University, Iowa State, Wheaton College, Missouri State and University of Northern 

Iowa. The teams competed against each other to earn streamers in a variety of events that tested their physical abilities and their 

knowledge of infantry tactics. Some of the events included land navigation, Basic Rife Marksmanship (BRM), a ruck march, an Army Phys-

ical Fitness Test (APFT), medical lanes and a mystery event. The 9-Man Team took 3rd Place and the All-Female Team took 4th Place.  



By Cadet Michelle Tabor 

“A great people has been moved to defend a great nation.  Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest build-
ings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America.  These acts shattered steel, but they cannot dent the steel of American 
resolve.  America was targeted for attack because we’re the biggest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the world.  And no 

one will keep that light from shining.” 
-Former President George W. Bush in his 9/11 Address to the Nation 

 
Saint Cloud, MN-- Friday, September 11th,  the Fighting Saints Battalion observed and participated in the remembrance of the terrorist 

attacks that occurred September 11, 2001.  Cadets teamed up with the St. Cloud State University Veterans Resource Center to honor our 

nations flag with numerous campus observers.   Fighting Saints Cadets Brink, Knudson, Kline, and Todd also paired up with the St. Cloud 

Fire Department at city hall to perform a formal color guard with Mayor Dave Kleis, the St. Cloud Police Department, and numerous vet-

erans and citizens from the city.  May we always remember and never forget this pivotal day in our nations’ history. 
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Toys For Military Kids  
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By Cadet Isaac Darland 

FALL 2015 

Cadets of the Fighting Saints Battalion took part in the annual Toys 4 Military Kids event again this year. Every year the Fighting Saints Bat-

talion aids the Association of the U.S. Army (AUSA) sub-chapter by collecting donations for the Toys for Military Kids Program. The contri-

butions support the purchase of clothing and toys for children of deployed and non-deployed Soldiers who might not be able to afford toys 

or clothing on their own. This year, the Fighting Saints Battalion collected over $200 in donations! We were also fortunate to be able to help 

two units! 

St. Cloud, MN—Cadets of the Fighting Saints Battalion helped with the annual holiday party for the 367th Engineer Battalion (USAR), 

located in St. Joseph, held each year to celebrate the holiday season.  Over 50 presents were brought for the children of service members! 

The children were able to sit on Santa’s lap and tell him what they wanted for Christmas before receiving their gift supplied by the Toys 4 

Military Kids program. All children in the unit received gifts and candy canes, with service members being able to bring presents home to 

children that did not attend the holiday party.  

Cadets of the Fighting Saints Battalion also helped with the annual holiday party for the 211th Aviation Regiment, located in St. Cloud. The 

Toys 4 Military Kids program supplied over 50 presents for the children of the service members in this unit! Santa made an appearance to 

bring presents to each of the children, and he brought Cadet to help him as well. The Toys 4 Military Kids event is a great way to show our 

support and appreciation for the units in the area, and further community engagement.  
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We would like to invite you to our 64th Annual 

Military Ball on April 22nd, 2016.  Please look for 

information about the Military Ball in the Spring. 

It would be great if you could join us.  Keep checking our web-

site for updates from your Fighting Saints brothers and sis-

t e r s .   h t t p : / / w w w . c s b s j u . e d u / a r m y - r o t c . h t m 

 

If you have any questions please contact Mr. Joseph Peterson 

at jpeterson@csbsju.edu. We wish you and your family many 

blessings and a safe and joyful New Year. 

 

Other notes: Officers enroute to their Captains Career Course 

can serve as Hometown Recruiters for a week or so; email us if 

you are interested.  If you would like to come speak to Cadets 

or at the monthly AUSA meeting at the Fort Snelling Officer’s 

Club, contact LTC Bascom at (320) 308-3930.   

Please consider joining our AUSA Sub-chapter.  Tell your sol-

diers about Green-to-Gold at SCSU, CSB, or SJU.   
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Alum Notes & the Military 

Ball  

By Cadet Grant Christian 

Seniors Staff  Ride  

By Cadet Isaac Darland 

St. Cloud, MN—Cadets of the Fighting Saints ROTC AUSA sub 

chapter worked hard once again to spread joy in the winter holiday 

season. Cadets donated toys to Anna Marie’s Alliance, a shelter for 

battered and abused women. The situations the women are in do not 

allow them to provide presents for their children, and the Cadets 

thought it was important that the children were able to enjoy a happy 

holiday season. This was also a great opportunity for community 

outreach, extending a hand of support to the community members 

that need assistance. The children and volunteers of the shelter 

showed great appreciation for the consideration and effort of the 

Fighting Saints. Though Cadets were not able to give the toys direct-

ly to the women for their safety, the women and children who re-

Toys for Anna Marie’s Shelter  

On Saturday October 31st, the senior cadets of the Fighting 

Saints Battalion Army ROTC program traveled to the greater 

New Ulm area of Minnesota to learn important Minnesotan 

history, as part of a staff ride. The cadets traveled to four sepa-

rate locations learning about the Dakota War of 1862, also 

known as the Sioux Uprising of 1862. The first stop was at the 

Lower Sioux Agency where the cadets toured the site of the 

first attack of the war. They learned how the U.S. government 

failed to pay annuity payments owed to the Dakota and re-

fused to provide food and supplies. These actions contributed 

to the growing unrest that led to the outbreak of the war in the 

summer of 1862. The second stop of the staff ride was in the 

town of New Ulm. At this location the cadets received a tour 

learning about how the Dakota tribe continued their offensive 

on the settlement of New Ulm, and how the settlers fortified 

their positions to keep the Dakota at bay. The third stop of 

the day was at Fort Ridgely. It was here, at one of the only 

military outposts in Minnesota, where a small military force 

successfully defended their fort from the Sioux Indians. The 

final stop was at the battlefield of Birch Coulee. At the final 

site the cadets learned about another attack on American 

Forces during the war. At the end of the day the cadets 

learned valuable lessons in military history of a war that many 

know little about. The experience 

will serve as a valuable tool to the 

cadets, who are to commission in 

May 2016 as officers in the Unit-

ed States Army and become mili-

tary professionals.  
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Fighting Saints cadets awaiting St. Cloud State University raising of the 

flag ceremony. 

Fight Saints Army Ten Miler team with Major General Combs Runners Crossing the finish line at the FSB 5k 

Runners at the FSB 5k approach the finish line 

Cadets Shaw and Peterson have lunch at Fall FTX Fighting Saints cadets at city hall with local St. Cloud firefighters 
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Cadets work together to complete the FLRC course  First Year cadets swear in during the opening lab  

Fall FTX Squad Training Exercises  

Cadets Dykhoff, Hunzelman and Koop work on OPORDs Cadets work on operations order briefing with terrain models 

Cadets begin night land navigation during Fall FTX 

Photo credit to: SGT Wayne Matteson 
Photo credit to: SGT Wayne Matteson 
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If you are interested in ROTC or have any questions please feel free to visit 

our offices at either St. John’s University or St. Cloud State University cam-

puses.  At SCSU we are located downstairs Stewart Hall room 10 and at St. 

John’s we are located downstairs Guild Hall room 20.  
  

This issue was compiled by: 

Cadet Micayla Westendorf  

If you know a young person who has the potential  

to be an Army Officer, tell them about us! 

They don’t have to be from Minnesota! 

 

We have great opportunities for Green-to-Gold; two/three/or four 

year scholarships  

(CSB/SJU/SCSU even pay for room & board); 

and the Simultaneous Membership Program.  

  

Call (320) 363-2717 for more information. 

FALL 2015 

FIGHTING SAINTS LEADER 

Department of Military Science 
Guild Hall, Room 020 
Collegeville, MN 56321 

Fighting Saints Battalion : 

St. John's University, College of St. 

Benedict, & St. Cloud State University 

Phone:  (320) 363-3218 
http://armyrotc.com/edu/mnstjohns 

E-mail: rotc@csbsju.edu 

             Spring 2016 Calendar 
 

Presidents’ Day  15 Feb 16   Bataan Death March         19-21 Mar 16 Military Ball  22 April 16 

CWST   26 Feb 16  CFTX   15-17 Apr 16 SCSU Commencement 6 May 16 

SCSU Spring Break  6-12 Mar 16 GAFPB            TBD     Commissioning Ceremony 7 May 16 

CSB/SJU Spring Break  20-26 Mar 16 KU Ranger Challenge  8-10 Apr 16  CSB-SJU-SCSU Commencement 7 May 16 

If  you are interested in making a donation please contact (320) 363-2715 or send to Military  

Science Department, Attn: Cadet Battalion Fund, P.O. Box 7099, Collegeville, MN 56321.  

Do you know a future Cadet? 


